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The Agro-Food Industry as Engine for Growth and Wea lth in Africa  

18 - 20 June 2008 * Rome, Italy  

With the support of: 
 
 
 

The African Continent is on the way to become the bright light in emerging market investing. Economic 
growth in Africa has averaged 5% over the last 7 years, with agriculture and agro-industry being the key 
sectors for the continent’s development in terms of GDP, employment, food security and trade. The 
AgriBusiness Forum 2008 takes advantage of the favourable business environment to check how to turn it 
into growth and wealth. 
 
AgriBusiness 2008 aims at contributing to the growth & wealth of Africa by a further development of its agro-
food industry, with the expertise, experience and involvement of knowledgeable individuals and institutions. 
 
Forum’s Objectives : 
- To contribute to a better understanding of Africa’s needs in terms of producing food for its population 
- To examine African & European private sector’s role in accelerating Africa’s agro-industrial development  
- Showcase successful PPP practices (private-public partnership) that contribute to a sustainable growth 
- Strengthening the linkages alongside the supply chain in the agro-food Industry 
- Matching the demands and offers from Africa with worldwide markets 
- Create better environment conditions to transfer successful experiences 
 
What will you achieve at the forum?  
- Learn of Private-Public partnerships in Africa, which boost the agro-industrial development 
- Hear of Investing and financing opportunities in Africa 
- Discover the barriers to a better market access of African raw and semi finished agric products 
- Find out how involved is the business sector to combat health, food safety and nutrition problems 
- Meet with African and European entrepreneurs, experts and officials who look for partners, just like you 
 
Format of the forum 
- Debates, group discussions and workshops on innovation in Africa’s agribusiness. 
- A project incubator for innovative African projects 
- An active networking place for one-to-one business meetings and valuable contacts  
- EMRC follow-up economic missions and business development services 
 
Who should attend? 
Investors, bankers, donors, industry representatives, project developers, NGO and government officials are 
invited to discuss and showcase best practices in boosting Africa’s agricultural sector.  
 

The AgriBusiness Forum 2008 is action-focused and aimed at practical solutions. 
You enter the Forum – and we build your business br idge . 
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME  

1ST DAY – WEDNESDAY 18TH JUNE 2008 

������ Registration  
 
�����  Workshop: Innovation Strategy and Regional Innovati on Systems 

Ilan Bijaoui, International Innovation & Business Institute, member of EMRC Executive Committee 
 
������ Brief  presentation of Participants – part I 
 
�����   Networking Lunch 

 
�����  Brief presentation of Participants – part II 
 
�����   Official Opening Session 

 
Pierre Mathijsen, President EMRC, former Director General at the European Commission 
Top Management Representative of the FAO, Italy 
Representative of the Italian Government 

 

Key Note Speaker: Dr Franz Fischler, EU Commissione r for Agriculture & Rural 
Development from 1995 to 2004 

 
�	���  Projects Incubator: Innovative Agro-Industry Projec ts from Africa 

 The best project will be rewarded during the Gala Evening with the EMRC Award 
 
�
���  Networking place: One-to-One Sectoral Business Meet ings 
 
�����  Networking Dinner 

2ND DAY – THURSDAY 19 TH JUNE 2008 

 
�����   Opening of the AgriBusiness Forum 2008 

 
Idit Miller, VP & Managing Director EMRC  

  

�����  Session I: PPP in Agriculture as a Platform for Gro wth and Wealth  

�� The Role and Relevance of Public-Private Partnerships in Food and Agriculture 
�� Reinforcing the participation of the private sector and the Private-Public 

cooperation: paving the way for effective exit strategies 
�� Challenges to face and lessons to be learnt 
�� The Millennium Villages Programme of the Earth Institute at Columbia University 

 
 

������ Coffee Break 
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������  Session II: Investing and Financing African Agro-F ood Industry  

�� Rendering the business & investment climate more attractive  
�� Innovative financing solutions for a sustainable growth 
�� How can donors contribute to strengthen the agro-food sector?  
�� Microfinance solutions to boost the agro industry development 

 

�����  Q&A (Questions and Answers)  
Participants are invited to debate with speakers  
 

�����    Networking Lunch 
 

�����  Parallel workshops: Innovative projects to boost th e Agribusiness  
 
 Workshop I: Mobile telephony at the service of farmers: applications in Agriculture 

    
Workshop II: Enabling the Rural Economy - using ICT and spatial data resources to build 
   self-sustaining rural communities 

 
�����  Coffee Break  
 
�����  Parallel workshops: Adding value to the Agriculture    
 
  Workshop III: The post-harvest stage: simple procedures & easy treatment can add high 

value to the raw materials and they are easy to use – successful examples   
 
  Workshop IV:  New energies in Agriculture, bio fuel & biomass: economic & social benefits  
 
�
���  Networking place: One-to-One Sectoral Business Meet ings 
 
������ Gala Evening:  Presentation of the EMRC AGRIBUSINESS AWARDS  2008 to selected 

leaders of business and policy, in the presence of European and African Ministers and the 
business community and certificates ceremony  

 

3RD DAY – FRIDAY 20 TH JUNE 2008 

�����  Food Safety, Health and Nutrition  
  
 Session I: Standards and certification for a better sanitary and food safety 
 

Session II: Fighting major health problems in the community through programmes led by 
food producers, which involve the local farmers and international agencies 

  
�����  Closure of the Forum 

Presentation of the conclusions and recommendations to the experts and delegates 
  

�����  Networking Lunch 
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�����  Mini-Tour of Rome 
 
�����  Final remarks & farewell reception 

 
Speakers (in alphabetical order; all invited, those with * have not yet confirmed): 

 
- Aga Khan Foundation (speaker to be defined), Switzerland (*) 

- Simon Ashby, Principal Consultant – Infoterra, UK (*) 

- Doyle Baker, Chief of Agricultural Management, Marketing & Financial Service - FAO, Italy 

- Regina Castillo, Chief of Private Sector Partnership – UNAIDS – Switzerland (*) 

- Oscar Chemerinski, Director Agribusiness Department – IFC (Int’l Finance Corporation), USA  

- Kevin Cleaver, Assistant President Prog. Mngmt Dev. – IFAD (Int’l Fund for Agric. Dev.), Italy 

- Maurits de Koning, Royal Tropical Institute – KIT, The Netherlands 

- Tom De Man, President, Heineken Africa and the ME, The Netherlands 

- Ides  De Willebois Director Eastern & Southern Africa – IFAD, Italy  

- Sabine Durier, Manager AIDS Initiative - IFC – USA (*) 

- Franz Fischler, EU Commissioner for Agriculture & Rural Development from 1995 to 2004 

- Nigel Garbutt, Chairman, GlobalGAP, Germany  

- Bable U. Girei, Managing Director – Nigerian Agric. Cooperative Rural Dev. Bank, Nigeria 

- Mark Holderness, Executive Secretary – GFAR (Global Forum on Agricultural Research), Italy (*) 

- Daniel Kalabassou, General Director – Credit du Sahel, Cameroon 

- Henk Knipscheer, Sr Managing Director – Global Operations, Winrock Int’l, USA 

- Bart-Jan Krouwel, Managing Director – CSR, Rabobank, The Netherlands  

- Robin Landis Programme Adviser HIV/AIDS Service – WFP – Italy  

- Christoph Langenkamp, Task Leader Agriculture & Rural Policy GDPRD (Global Donor Platform 

for Rural Dev.); Ministry of Economic Cooperation & Development, Germany  

- Michel Lavollay, Senior Advisor on Health (HIV-Malaria-TB), Belgium 

- Ayisi Makatiani, Managing Director – AMSCO (African Management Services Co.), South Africa 

- Rustom Masalawala, Associate Director - The Earth Institute at Columbia University, USA 

- Walter Mayer, CEO – Progis Software, Austria 

- John Mbonu, General Manager, SLBL (Sierra Leone Brewery Limited) – Heineken – Sierra 

Leone 

- Calvin Miller, Sr Officer Agricultural Mgmt. Mktg. Finance Service – FAO, Italy 

- Richard Morgan - Corp. Relations & Communication Director Africa, ME, Turkey, Unilever, UK (*) 

- Nick Railston-Brown, Country Director - TechnoServe, Ghana 

- Suresh K. Raina, Programme Leader – ICIPE (African Insect Science for Food & Health), Kenya 
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- Standard Chartered Bank (speaker to be defined), USA  


